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25X1A%9a s 08-7, Librarian {Tech), Enginsering

Division, Office of Communications

The use of Punched Tape for Alr-iouch Hessages.
L, Proposed Methods

Preparing Adr-lPouch Messages on "Flexowriters", or slailar machines
and mailing the perforated tapes to the addressees. AL the destinatlon,
a message blank, with coples and earbons, would be placed in the carriage
of the machine, the tape inserted, and a duplicate of the eriginal message
produced.,

B, Svalustiony
The Cable Secretary preopared the follewing evaluations

(1) During May, June, & July of 1952, the Offiece of Commmications
exchanged experimental Fouchgrams with an overseas installation. The
resulis of those experiments were not vholly encouraging.

(2) The principal deterrent to implementation of the suggested
jouchgram service has been the determinstlon of the precize mechanics
of operation of the system.

(3) The ressons for tentatively rejscting “Flexowrlter” were:

a. Egui owent investment would e large.

v. BRepailr and maintensnce would be & problem at (ield
installations.

¢. Virtually the same results could te obtalned oy using
teletype equipment which is already in operation at
moet statlions that might be involvaed,

The 0ffice of Cowmmnications concure in the above evaluation.
4. HNotes
Rejection of this suggestion appears to be indieated iy the foregoing

comments. A commendatory letter seems warranted in view of the constructive
thinking and the initiative shown by the suggestor.
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